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A heart for heaven is a treasure.

My grandfather was a world class junk collector. 
Every week he would travel to the local garbage 
dump to collect anything that looked like it might be 
useful. His property was a wonderland until the day 
he passed away and the family gathered to assess 
his piles of treasure. There wasn't much of value as 
far as we could see, but then, one man's junk is 
another man's treasure.

To speak of what we treasure is to speak of what 
we value. More than the actual stuff, my 
grandfather's greatest value came from his seeing 
something useless become something useful. He 
loved to turn something broken into something that 
could work. He had a way of seeing something 
valuable in what to others looked like junk. It's like 
he had a different set of eyes. Where we saw junk, 
he saw treasure. 

This was my grandfather's super-power. For us, 
perhaps, it is a spiritual empowerment. Not 
everything has value, but with the eyes of the Spirit, 
we can learn what is worth it's weight as treasure.

We are called to store 
treasure in heaven. We are 
hoarders. We will store stuff. 
But what is the quality of 
what we are going to 
treasure. That assessment is 
attached to its location 
whether in heaven or earth. 

Jesus' instruction is 
expressed negatively.  
Treasuring the stuff of the 
earth is a bad idea because 
(1) it always turns into junk 
(2nd law), (2) its hard to hold 
on to (scarcity principle). 
Treasuring heaven is a good 
idea because it is (a) eternal, 
and because it is (b) secure.

But it is  theological, not just 
pragmatic reasons that 
concerns us. Treasure is the 
primary indicator of the state 
and direction of a person's 
heart. The heart is like a 
vacuum. It wants stuff. 
People say, "the heart wants 
what it wants" as if to 
suggest that we are 
powerless. But if we give up 
on this, we give up on 
heaven and there is nothing 
for us but decay and 
insecurity.

To speak of our heart is to 
speak of our will - the 
deepest, most fundamental 
drivers of our passion. What 
is it that you love? What is it 
that motivates you? What is 
it that you desire? If you got 
what you wanted, what 
would you have to do to 
maintain it? What would it 
take for you to secure it? 

Paul said to set your heart 
on things in heaven (Col. 
3:1). Jesus tells us to set the 
direction of our heart. A heart 
for heaven is a treasure.

I like to think about Jesus preaching on the 
mountainside. Can you imagine yourself sitting 
there and listening as he undid everything you 
thought you understood about life? 

You think it's good enough to be a good person 
and not do anyone physical harm? What about the 
damage you are doing on the level of your heart? 
Are you happy to appear on earth as spiritually 
active? What about the quality of your prayer when 
no one is looking. This is the "on earth as it is in 
heaven" principle from Jesus' model prayer. Jesus 
is challenging us to accept a next level spirituality, 
that calls us to live the values of heaven in the 
context of this earth. It is a demanding, disruptive 
call to treasure the things that matter in eternity.

Which brings us to the matter of our money. 
Nothing cuts to the heart like the way we feel about 
our money. Money will master you and you can't 
serve more than one master. Everybody only ever 
has one Lord. Money is a hard and unforgiving 
master. Jesus is a gracious, loving Lord.

Do you remember the old 
Scrooge McDuck comics with 
the miserly uncle of Donald 
Duck, playing and swimming 
in his money as if this was 
something that was possible. 
Have you ever gone to the 
bank to ask to see your 
money? You might be 
surprised to find that they 
don't have it. They could not 
show it to you,

Money, even in its physical, 
instrumental forms is 
conceptual. It is not the 
paper, the plastic, or even 
the electronic impulses that 
show up in your digital 
account. It is representative 
of the things that we 
ultimately value - our 
vanities, our vision, our basic 
viability as a human being. 
Money is the quickest, surest 
indicator of the state and 
location of our heart.

So how do we store things in 
heaven? Read Jesus' 
sermon. Choose time over 
money, character over 
expedience, love over spite - 
the hard things, sacrifice over 
self. You have to choose 
these things. They don't 
come unless you will them - 
unless you pray yourself into 
them.

I wonder if my grandfather 
understood this. Grandpa 
was a socialist and he 
thought that Jesus was one 
too. But sadly, Grandpa put 
all his interest in earthly 
solutions - political solutions - 
which betrayed his 
misunderstanding of Jesus 
investment in God's 
Kingdom. That is where I 
want to make my investment 
- in things that matter forever.


