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God never leaves us alone.

Sometimes it feels like we are all alone. There is no 
one else in all the world. Nobody knows the 
troubles we’ve seen. We know somehow it is wrong 
for us to feel this way, but it is so easy for us to feel 
like the mission of God is the mission of me, and 
eventually, despite our gifts and talents, it can start 
to overwhelm us.

Elijah’s story is compelling. Imagine after years of 
seeming silence, to feel called to stand before the 
powers proclaiming years of drought after years of 
plenty. Imagine being the conduit of God’s power 
and provision - jars of oil that never empty and the 
kind of power that could raise a soul from death. 
Imagine, calling down fire to shame the prophets - 
vindicated by the one true God of all creation.

Now imagine that same servant on the run - from 
his enemies, his responsibilities, from his God - 
oblivious to the now routine miracle of God’s 
constant provision. 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?”

Elijah’s complaint was 
misplaced on several levels: 
logical, theological, and 
psychological.

Elijah betrays a logical 
problem, complaining about 
the tearing down of altars 
and the putting to death of 
prophets in that he was the 
most recent one to cause 
this kind of trouble. 

Elijah displays a 
psychological pathology in 
his confused death wish, on 
one hand complaining that 
they people want him dead, 
when the only one seriously 
calling for his death is Elijah 
himself. It’s not logical, but 
depression never is.

Elijah shows a theological 
problem in his 
misappropriation of the 
doctrine of covenant. In his 
accusation of the people’s 
disrespect of covenant, he 
implies that God himself has 
not been faithful to his own 
covenant, betraying his 
sense that the only 
appropriate construal of 
God’s faithfulness would be 
Elijah’s prospering.

Typically the way we read 
this text is to emphasize the 
whisper - to say that our 
discouragement comes 
because we are making too 
much noise to hear what 
God is saying. But notice 
that after the wind, the fire,  
the quake, Elijah’s complaint 
has not changed one tittle. 

Elijah is in a loneliness 
spiral, decreasing logic - and 
all of the pyrotechnics do 
nothing to assuage the 
depth of his depression.

I get it. Elijah is tired. He has been living in exile, 
feeding from birds, emerging only from obscurity to 
do battle with the powers. It is exhausting and it is 
isolating, as it often is in leadership. 

We can lose our focus in when we feel challenged, 
when it feels like there is no one else who gets us - 
who knows what we are carrying. We know this 
describes an arrogance, but  feelings aren’t logical 
- and feelings will control us if we lose sight of what 
God is doing and how he works.

I want you to go back the way you came, God 
says. I have some people I would like for you to 
meet -Jehu, Hazael, 7,000 of them. Elisha.

You think you are alone in this? Do you think God 
would put this on you alone? God never leaves us 
alone. There are always others, and this is his 
grace to us. Jesus has already won our battle. He 
already has us in his heart. We don’t need to win 
the fight. He already has. His grace companions us 
in those others he has called to walk with us.

...those others like Elisha. I 
love this little story of Elisha’s 
hooding ceremony upon his 
graduation from the 
university of Abel Meholah.

I understand if you are 
feeling lonely and 
abandoned in your calling. If 
this could be true of Elijah, it 
could be true of you or me. In 
that case, aid have an idea 
for you: to put and find your 
Elisha. Build into him or her. 
Mentor him. Disciple her. 
Raise up another generation. 
God will lead you to the 
person that he has in mind. 
Arrest the downward spiral. 
Reverse the trajectory. Don’t 
be a hero. Be a teammate. 

This is why I am in 
theological education. I want 
to invest in the development 
of others. It’s why we 
invented Immerse. I love 
watching our students when 
they come together at 
convention. There is power in 
the recognition that there are 
others.

So embrace your calling. Call 
Down fire, raise the dead to 
life and laugh in the face of 
your Jezebels. Just know 
that your capacity to do this 
is not because you are so 
powerful. This is what God is 
doing and he has called a 
cloud of witnesses. He did 
not rest his mission on your 
scrawny shoulders alone.

At the very least you have 
me with you. Together we 
can call down the grace of 
God that will empower us 
and all the earth will burn and 
blow and shake at the sound 
of his whisper in and through 
us. God never leaves us alone.


