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Preacher Date Text  

Convict - GospelInstruct - Theme Inspire - Mission

Theme  

Engage - Story


	Gospel: Which is more difficult, Jesus asks, to forgive a man, or to heal him? It was a trick question. In either case it displays our dependence upon the grace of God - grace activated only by our faith.

When you look at me, what do you see? A man who weighs too much, whose hair is turning gray, whose eyes are sagging? Do you see me as I am, a preacher trying too hard at times, whose words sometimes fail? Or do you see me with the eyes of faith, the way that God sees me in Jesus? 

When Jesus left the house, the people praised him. "We have never seen anything like this," they said, and nor have we.

Every now and then, Jesus pulls back the curtain just a little and we are able to see what really is - the power of his eternal love, and by this we are more able to respond in faith.

Lord, thank you for your grace to us. Help us see, further than what is obvious. Help us see things as you see them, for ourselves and for our friends.
	Mission: My friends have never demanded very much from me. There was one time, I thought I might have to carry my friend down a mountain, but he managed to regain his strength, and his pride. Most of us are too proud to put ourselves in the position where we would need so much from a friend. We'd rather stay stuck than admit our incapacity, a fact not lost on our friends. We see each other's weakness, but we are typically relieved by their assurance that our efforts are not needed.

But we are people of faith. We ought to be better than this. We ought to see farther than this. We ought to find joy in bearing one another's burdens, and we ought to have the grace to receive these gifts as well.

I have known this joy, when friends have been willing to trust me with their troubles. I am learning to be compelled and not repelled by the pain that others represent. Their faith in my would be misplaced were I not able to place that faith in Christ on their behalf. But when we reciprocate in this manner, we see beautiful things in the distance only visible by faith.

So this is our challenge, driven by this ancient story: Could we see each other with the grace that God has given us in Christ - not as we are in ourselves, but as we are as Jesus touches us - as Jesus heals us - as Jesus forgives us. Our faith can be powerful for others, if by faith we could see further.
	Story: A few years ago Bruno Mars recorded a popular song that declared his willingness to "catch a grenade" for his friends. That's quite an aspiration, which I probably often fail. Of course, my friends seldom require such heroism from me.

The paralized man in our text certainly needed this kind of friendship. These guys were indefatigable. Determined to bring their friend to Jesus, there was nothing that would hinder them - not the crowds, not the physical barriers presented by the house itself. 

I can imagine the people inside the house, it's owner, the legalists in the back, even Jesus as he looks up to see these men poking their heads through this newly formed hole in the ceiling.  Jesus saw this as evidence of their faith and acts accordingly, much to the displeasure of the faithless teachers who disdained him.

Jesus first act is to forgive the man's sins. Only subsequently does he heal the man's paralysis, seeing further than the others in the crowd.
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	Big Idea: Faith sees further.
	Theme: "Faith sees further." This whole story centers around the nature and possibilty of faith. The teachers of the law could only see as far as what Jesus' act implied for their position and power. Jesus' forgiveness of the paralytic was a declaration of his divinity, which the teachers rightly perceived as a challenge to their authority. They didn't have the faith to see Jesus for who he was. 

1. Faith always has an object. Faith is always in something - the pews you are sitting in now, for example. The power of our faith is only as good as the validity of its object. Jesus showed himself worthy as an object for our faith. His considerable physical power was only supplementary evidence of his formidable spiritual authority. 

2. Faith always has a context. Faith is not an abstract theological concept. In this case, the context was friendship. We often ask that our friends have faith in us, as if we didn't know each other so well. We need not have faith in each other, but in Jesus for each other. It is amazing to notice how it was the friends' faith that was powerful in Jesus' eyes. The faith of these friends saw further - past the obstacles and paralysis to see what could be as Jesus touched their friend.

Faith offers more than what the circumstance presents. Faith sees further.


