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	Preacher: Kent Anderson
	Date: Oct. 18, 2016
	Text: 2 Tim. 3:16,17
	Big Idea: God breathes life into his people by his Word.
	Theme: 2 Timothy 3:16 says that "all Scripture is breathed by God." The Word of God lives forever because God breathes life into his Word.

1. God Breathes 
Sherlock tests a body's life with a mirror to the mouth. To say that God breathes is to affirm that he lives. To say that he lives and breathes is to say that he infuses his intention into the world. The life of God is what allows us confidence of purpose and of meaning.

2. God Breathes Life into His Word.
Inspriation is of the same root as respiration. When we read the inspired Scriptures, we read the Bible as a living document - a text empowered by the very life of God. It comes from within him. Not that the pages of the text are magical or that the printed pages themselves should be venerated. (Barth) It is the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us. The Word is truth and mediates the presence/power of the Spirit.

3. God Breathes Life into his People by his Word.
Given that all Scripture is breathed out by God it is profitable - it benefits us as training, correction, and instruction. (Spiritual CPR.) More than just technical detail, the Word mediates the presence of God which shapes our life and way of being. It is God himself - his nature, will, and being that forms us in truth and corrects our way. More than merely moral instruction, our life in God is alive.
	Gospel: In the beginning was the Word - God incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus as the living, breathing God is what makes the gospel powerful. He was the Word before we ever had the text. His breath gave substance to the word and text that we now benefit from. 

Our response does not depend upon our obedience to the instructions, rebuke, or our commitment to correction. It is his righteousness that gives ours currency. When he went to the cross and breathed his last, we gained opportunity to live forever. The Bible, then, is more than just a record or a rule book. It is a living, breathing means by which we hear the message of the gospel. It is this gospel, then, that makes it possible for us to live with the instruction of the Word. Salvation in Christ comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

Stop for a moment now and take a breath. Open your diaphragm and breathe deeply. Is it not good to be alive? Lord, thank you for this breath and for the purpose that you bring.
	Story: I have a lot of books upon my shelf and every one of them is full of words. Hundreds of thousands of words, ordered carefully, the result of someone's mental labour. These words are little more than ink spots - hieroglyphic symbols without meaning except to the one who knows the code. Words are cheap. They are everywhere - easily spoken, of words there are no end. Today they do not even require ink and page. 

I have begun to read a new book and it is not coming easy. A word sits lifelessly upon a page, like the tree in the forest without an ear to hear. Until I come to invest my energy in the word, it has no life. But as I read and dwell and concentrate, the word inflates with meaning, beginning then to live and move and have its way with me.

There is a Word - a better Word - that stand above the others - a Living Word, transcending all the means of our recording. There is the Word of God which lives eternal - objective life regardless of human appropriation. 
	Mission: If we are still breathing, we are still responsible - there is still a purpose for our correction, for our rebuke, for our training in righteousness. We need to focus then, not solely on our reading of the Word, but to our living of it.

Back at the beginning, God took the dust and breathed his life into it. His breath was the enlivening agent of our creation - we are created in his image. Breath functions like a fingerprint. God's breath filled us with his being. As we breath in the Word, we are taking in the stuff of our creation - breathing the oxygen that sustains the universe and offers us eternity.

So don't just read the Bible. Breathe it - great gulps of it, like the breath you take after some great exertion. Embody it - taste it, it's smell - its every implication. It is not just something that you read. It is someone that you know.

I am now abour forty pages into the book that I had mentioned earlier. Now I sense the life in it. The Bible is a fuller story. The Word of God, essential to me as breathing offers its life to me, constantly - unchanging, without interruption.

The Word of God is breath to me - to us and as we breath it together, this church inflates with the power of his presence. Something new is possible - something of the Kingdom. God breathes life into his people by his Word.



